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‘Guardianship issue is settled

Family of former bishop OKs
naming of Loudonville priest

BY JILL BRYCE
Gazette waﬁcls. !

A priest was appointed Thurs-
day as legal guardian for a former
Albany diocese bishop’ who has
been residing at a diocese-owned
nursing home after he was E_Ena
in two separate falls last spring.

The decision was made at a .

hearing at the Teresian House be-
fore state Supreme Court Judge
Thomas J. Spargo and appeared to

mollify concerns by family mem-

bers over-the bishop’s care, and
the disposition of his nonmannm_u_m
wealth,

The Most Rev. Edwin B. Brode-
rick, bishop of the Albany Roman

Catholic Diocese from 1969 to-

1976, attended the hearing; family
members including his niece
Mary: Broderick and nephew Ed-
win Broderick participated via tel-
econference.

Broderick and his family mem-
bers “fully consented” to the
priest’s appointment as legal
! guardian, according to BJ. Costel-
lo, a partner at the law firm of Hin-
man Straub, whom the court ap-
pointed .H?:.maw% as Broderick’s
attorney.

The Rev. gnvnﬁ Farano, a for-

i mer chancellor of the diocese, will

serve as guardian. He agreed to

waive any fees and will not make

any money in his role as guardian,

‘said Costello. “Father Farano will

receive zero benefits from what's
going on,” said Costello: “He is

*. doing this because for 30. years

he’s been a friend of Brode-
rick’s.”

Farano, pastor of St. Pius X
Church in Loudonville, could not
be reached Thursday to comment.

" Costello said Broderick, who

will turn 89 Monday, needs some .

assistance with his' day-to-day af-
fairs, but otherwise is- doing well
and happy to be living mn the Tere-
sian House.

Costello said there were never

. any disputes between Broderick’s

family members and Farano over
guardianship of the former bish-
op.

However, after the hearing, the
former bishop's niece mxﬁnnmm&
disappointment.

“I feel coerced, violated, SEE
dated and threatened and feel my
own attorney abandoned Em...
Mary Broderick said. “I feel misin-

formed. I love my uncle and al-

ways wanted what was best for

him. 'm very sad 53}8 taken

my uncle away from me.”
She would not comment fur-
ther.

Costello said Mary Broderick
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was asked several times during
the. hearing if -she consented to
have Farano as guardian and she
said yes and had no objections.
Brodérick, who had been living
in Manhattan, has assets estimat-
ed at up to $3 million, including an

‘apartment near Centtal Park val-

ued at $1.7 BEEP

According to Costello, the
apartment will be transferred to
the Peter Broderick Memorial
Foundation, a not-for-profit chari-
table foundation named in honor
of Broderick’s late father.

None of Broderick’s family
members wanted to be guardian
and Farano was asked to take on
the role, said Costello. He said
Farano has known Broderick
since the 1970s and the two had a

very close friendship. “It was not’

done to get money out of the bish-
op,” said Costello.

The Roman Catholic Diocese of

Albany released a statement late

Thursday and said it has no in--

volvement and has souglit not to
be involved in a legal matter
brought by Broderick’s family.
“The Rev. Michael Farano, a di-
ocesan priest, did not seek to be
appointed a guardian for Bishop
Broderick. His appointment was
recommended by an independent
evaluator chosen by the court to
investigate the matter and agreed
to unanimously by attorneys for

the Broderick family,” &onnmm o»..
ficials said in a statement.

“Father Farano is. a 35-year
friend and ‘colleague of Bishop

- Broderick. He agreed to accept

the court appointment as one of
Bishop Broderick’s two guardians

‘on condition that he receive no

fee.” .

Prior to Thursday’s hearing,
some family members had ex-
pressed concern that some of
Broderick’s assets would come
under diocese control.

Broderick was named bishop of
the Albany Roman Catholic Dio-
cese in 1969 and headed the dio-
cese until 1976, when he became
director of Catholic Relief Serv-
ices, where he served until 1982.
Bishop Howard J. Hubbard suc-

-ceeded Broderick in1977.

Broderick had -been living in
Manhattan, but traveled to Albany
several times a year to do confir-
mations.

During an April visit, just after

.mmmnmﬂ he fell outside St. Mary’s

Church.

_ Costello said-that he has never
done work for the Albany diocese.
Another attorney with -the Hin-
man Straub law firm; James Pot-
ter, represented diocesan priest
Rev. John P. Bertolucci in a case in
state Supreme Court several years
ago. ~or
Reach Gazette reporter Jill Bryce at

432-4391 or 5@8@%&%@%
te.net.




